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New Executive Director Hired for The Willow Domestic Violence Center
Lawrence, KS — January 27, 2012 — The Willow Domestic Violence Center Board of Directors is pleased to announce the hiring of Joan Schultz as the new Executive Director for the organization.  Ms. Schultz has served as interim Executive Director for the past six-plus months.  

“During Joan’s time as Interim Executive Director, she has exceeded expectations.  She has energized staff and created an atmosphere that values staff development and accountability, along with creating a climate of trust with the Board,” said Caitlin Day Wedel, Willow Board President.  “Joan understands and has acted upon the importance of making The Willow visible in the community and personally becoming involved here.  We are confident she will continue to help expand the critical services that we currently offer.”
Throughout her career, Schultz has held positions in private, governmental and non-profit organizations.  Most recently, she was Director of Customer Affairs for the Kansas Children’s Service League.  Coupled with her work experience, she graduated from Washburn University and has been involved in many community organizations.
“It is most important to educate the community about domestic violence through increased visibility and community partnerships,” said Schultz.  “I see the possibilities for the agency, and have a commitment to continue the quality services to survivors of domestic violence and their children.  They need a voice in the community and I welcome the opportunity to be that voice and to lead the agency forward.”
Founded as Women’s Transitional Care Services in 1976, The Willow Domestic Violence Center is a non-profit organization dedicated to its vision to eliminate family and domestic violence in our communities by providing safety, education and advocacy. The agency supports and assists victims of domestic violence by providing resources and safe shelter while survivors are making plans toward being safe. 
Currently, The Willow is working on their latest fundraising efforts with The Red Shoe Calendar, featuring some of Lawrence’s most recognizable residents, including law enforcement officers, coaches, artists, business owners and athletes, all wearing red heels.  The purpose of the calendar is to raise awareness of domestic violence in our community, invite the community to the Willow’s Red Shoe Walk & Run® to be held May 5, 2012 and to raise funds to support the services of The Willow. 
